Profile of a unique community-based clinical pharmacy family practice program.
The provision of clinical pharmaceutical services in family practice offices has aroused considerable national interest among both pharmacists and physicians. Many of these clinical pharmaceutical services and educational programs have been university-funded and/or rely on colleges of pharmacy for fiscal support. Few examples of community-funded, ambulatory care clinical pharmaceutical programs have been reported. Community Health Care, Inc., and Davenport Medical Education Foundation, Inc., are two health care programs which sponsor an innovative ambulatory care clinical pharmacy program. Community Health Care is a nonprofit corporation which utilizes a multidisciplinary team concept to provide comprehensive ambulatory care services to patients. Davenport Medical Education Foundation is a nonprofit corporation that provides a community-based family practice residency program. Because the two separate parent organizations have distinct goals requiring individualized clinical pharmaceutical services, the responsibilities of the clinical pharmacist have evolved to be comprehensive in scope.